
Unit Name: Geography and Communities  Time Frame:   Trimester 2 
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UNIT 

Subject: Social Studies   Country: USA 

Course/Grade: 3rd     State/Group: NJ 

School: Egg Harbor Township Elementary Schools 

UNIT SUMMARY: Students will be able to compare and contrast information that 

can be found on different maps. Students will also be able to describe how 

landforms, climate, weather, and the availability of resources have impacted 

where and how people live and work in different regions of New Jersey and the 

United States.      

UNIT RESOURCES 

Please see V: Drive-    *Daily Geography 

        *Create a Country Map Skills Project 

        *Me on The Map 

Houghton Mifflin Share Our World- Third Grade Social Student Textbook 

        *Chapter 1 

        *Chapter 2 and 3 contain useful resources that may  

                                      be used for this topic  

Internet Resource Links: 

Map skills:  http://www.ltisdschools.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=7191 

          http://mrnussbaum.com/world-geography-for-kids/ 

                   https://jr.brainpop.com/search/?keyword=maps 

https://quizlet.com/95519074/3rd-grade-my-world-social-studies-building-our-

communities-chapter-1-flash-cards/ 

https://quizlet.com/51976442/maps-and-globes-vocabulary-3rd-grade-flash-

cards/ 

Readworks Passages on the V: drive: 

 Finding Places With a Map 

 This Is North America 

 STAGE ONE 

GOALS AND STANDARDS 

6.1.4.B.1 Compare and contrast information that can be found on different types of 

maps, and determine when the information may be useful. 

http://www.ltisdschools.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=7191
http://mrnussbaum.com/world-geography-for-kids/
https://jr.brainpop.com/search/?keyword=maps
https://quizlet.com/95519074/3rd-grade-my-world-social-studies-building-our-communities-chapter-1-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/95519074/3rd-grade-my-world-social-studies-building-our-communities-chapter-1-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/51976442/maps-and-globes-vocabulary-3rd-grade-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/51976442/maps-and-globes-vocabulary-3rd-grade-flash-cards/


6.1.4.B.4  Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of 

resources have impacted where and how people live and work in different regions 

of New Jersey and the United States. 

6.1.4.B.7 Explain why some locations in New Jersey and the United States are 

more suited for settlement than others.   

  

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 

 The United States is composed of a variety of regions. 

 Each region has unique landforms, bodies of water, resources, and weather. 

 People adapt to and modify their environment. 

 Geographic factors have influenced the location of economic activities in the 

United States.   

 People use resources to help them live. 

 Landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources affect where 

and how people live and work, and meet their needs.   
  

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 How can maps and charts help settlers, farmers, business people, and 

tourists learn valuable information to make decisions? 

 How does geography influences how people live? 

 How and why do people use and change the environment? 

 How has the region changed overtime? And what caused those changes? 

 

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS 

How can maps and charts help settler, farmers, business people, and tourists 

learning valuable information to make decisions? 

 What can maps, globes, and other geographical resources tell us about the 

states and regions of the U.S.  

 How similar and different are the characteristics of each of the regions in 

the United States culturally, economically, and the physical environment? 

How does geography influence how people live? 

 How have landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources 

impacted where and how people live and work in different regions of the 

United States? 

 How does where people live influence how they live and what jobs they 

might do? 

 What are some of natural hazards that occur in the environment (e.g. 

Floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, earthquakes) and explain their effects on 

people who live there? 

STAGE TWO 

PERFORMANCE TASKS (possible activities) 

 Students examine maps, images, and printed information to identify 

challenges of settling in a region and explain how those challenges can be 

overcome.  Students examine various geographic maps of the world and 



locate geographic areas around the world that are similar to those in the 

United States.  Student compare climate and seasons of a given country to 

climate and seasons in the United States and record their findings on a 

graphic organizer.  

 Students work in cooperative groups to create posters, brochures, Power 

point postcard depicting information about the region being studied. 

 Literature Connection: 

o Heartland by Diane Siebert 

 

 

STAGE THREE 

LEARNING PLAN 

*Textbook Chapter 1  

*Textbook Chapters 2 and 3 (optional) 

*Unit Study Resources found on the V: drive (pdf documents) 

*Internet resource links listed above 

*Related Vocabulary: community, location, natural resources, region, diverse, 

culture, map, globe, map legend, map scale, compass rose, equator, globe, 

climate, weather 

https://quizlet.com/95519074/3rd-grade-my-world-social-studies-building-our-

communities-chapter-1-flash-cards/ 

https://quizlet.com/51976442/maps-and-globes-vocabulary-3rd-grade-flash-

cards/ 

Readworks Passages on the V: drive: 

 Finding Places With a Map 

 This Is North America 
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